


Portland Public Schools [commit] itself to drawing on local resources to build climate justice 
curriculum—especially inviting the participation of people from “frontline” communities, which 
have been the first and hardest hit by climate change—and people who are here, in part, as 
climate refugees… 
 
Portland Public Schools [recognize] that our schools must play a leadership role in modeling for 
students climate- and environmentally friendly practices when it comes to building design, 
energy use (including the use of solar panels), land use, waste disposal, and composting and 
recycling… 
 
PPS curriculum will make students aware of training opportunities and living-wage jobs in the 
just transition away from fossil fuels—e.g., retrofitting old buildings to make them more energy 
efficient, the installation of solar panels, and more sustainable agricultural practices… 
 
On a regular basis Portland Public Schools will sponsor activities that bring together teachers, 
students, and members of the community who are working for a future free of fossil fuels and for 
just solutions to the climate crisis, to share knowledge, resources, curriculum, and opportunities 
for students to become active in responding positively to the climate crisis, including learning job 
skills that will be needed in the transition away from fossil fuels; and …that in developing a 
climate action plan for the school district, planners be mindful of proceeding in a way that 
reflects the ethnic and racial diversity of our student population; and that Portland Public 
Schools will support each school as it endeavors to effect this policy in response to the climate 
crisis… 
 

C. At their April 19, 2016 meeting, the Teaching and Learning Committee voted 3-0 to support the 
concept of the development and implementation plan for integrating climate change curriculum 
into instruction. 

 
RESOLUTION 

 
1. The Board of Education would like to thank the organizations and community partners that 

endorsed the resolution that was presented to the Teaching and Learning Committee, and for 
their activism on climate literacy. 

 
2. Guided by the above recitals, the Board of Education directs the Superintendent in collaboration 


